130 REFORM AND THE LATERAN COUNCIL OF 1215
constitutions were issued by the bishops shows a praise-
worthy and very genuine desire to promote order and put
down abuses in their dioceses and generally to carry out
their duties as the pastors of their flocks. But the lack of
originality and the unsystematic form of the constitutions
seem to indicate a frame of mind more hopeful than con-
vinced that such constitutions would have any lasting effect.
They fall very short of a determined campaign on the
part of the bishops as a body to exterminate the evils which
corroded the Church and to arouse a spirit of enthusiasm
and reform, the aim of the great Pope who promulgated
the decrees. A certain effort was undoubtedly made, but
it was in most cases too tentative to bring about a funda-
mental and spiritual reformation in the English Church.